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"Very much later, one of our prophets wrote: 'You
have misunderstood the divinity. You have confounded
him with the calf, and with Iblis [Satan].3

"Again: 'The calf has become the rival and adversary
of him who put into execution the divine laws.5 "

After a long pause, which I did not break, the Druse
continued: "My friend, I tell you so much as this because
with long research you could have discovered it elsewhere.
The final, concrete answer to your question I cannot give,
but I have supplied you with certain data. You will
draw your conclusions according to your own bent/3

I presented them to him then and there, hoping that he
might make a tacit denial or affirmation. They are, by
the way, the opinions that, rightly or wrongly, I still hold.
I said: "You will permit me to go much farther back than
Hakim. A golden calf was the first symbol of God that
the Israelites set up and worshiped after their flight from
Egypt. Before that, the bull, the cow, and the calf, both
here and in Assyria, Babylon, and Egypt, were symbols
of divinity. I will suggest that your Hakim adopted,
incorporated into his new religion, this symbol, already,
perhaps, adored by many of his converts. I will suggest
that the Druses first looked upon it as an emblem; that
later they worshiped it idolatrously and were denounced
by their prophets; and that they have retained it secretly
to this day, not as an object of idolatry, but as the image
or symbol originally intended. I might even risk going so
far as to suggest that among the Druses, as among all
peoples, there may be groups who confound the material
emblem with the spirit behind it"

He smiled and said: "Well, it's an ingenious theory."
And that was all.